Laws of Soccer for Under-7 and Under-8 Games
The Laws of Soccer have been adapted to better fit the needs and resources for our U7/U8 games.  In general, as with other divisions, we play soccer based on the seventeen Laws, as defined by FIFA and adapted by AYSO.  Here’s how these laws apply to the U7/U8 games.
Law 1 – The Field

[image: image1.png]



Field differences include:

· It’s smaller, 150’ x 75’.

· Penalty area and mark removed (see Law 15)

Law 2 – The Ball
Size 3 ball.
Law 3 – Number of Players
U7 teams are allowed five (5) players on the field and U8 teams are allowed six (6) players on the field.

There will be no goalkeepers for U7 games.  

There are goalkeepers for U8.   For U8, a different player must play goalie every quarter.
All players must play at least ¾ of the game (unless injured).
Substitution will be at the start of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th quarter and injury (if needed).

Law 4 – Player Equipment.
Same as for other divisions, uniform and shin guards are required while soccer cleats are optional.

Law 5 – Referee

U7 and U8 teams are asked to provide their own referees.  The referee can be from either team and do not have to be certified.  If there is a disagreement between teams about who should referee, the home team will have the option of providing the referee. 
Duties are the same as a Referee under the FIFA Laws of The Game: keep time, enforce the rules, stop and restart play.   In addition, please remember to only referee and not coach.  Acting as both the referee and coach on the field will confuse the players.
Law 6 – Assistant Referee

Not required but same duties as under FIFA Laws (assist referee).

Law 7 – Duration of the Game

The game duration will be 40 minutes, divided into two 20 minute halfs.  Play will be stopped midway for each half to substitute player.  There will be no stoppage of time for substitution or injury. 

Law 8 – Start of Game

Same as for other divisions, teams must be on their half and the defending team must outside of the center circle.
A goal can be scored on a kickoff.

Law 9 – Ball In and Out of Play

Same as for other divisions, the ball must completely cross the line to be out of play.

Law 10 – Method of Scoring
Same as for other divisions, the ball must complete cross the goal line to be a goal.  The restart for a goal scored is a kickoff for the defending team.

Law 11 – Offside

No offside for U7.

For U8, there will be no offside for the first half of the season; same as for other divisions for the second half.

Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct

Same as for other divisions with the exception that all fouls will result in an indirect free kick (cannot score on the kick). No player misconduct (yellow or red card offenses) in these divisions.

Law 13 – Free Kicks

All free kicks will be indirect with defending players must be at least 5 yards away from the ball when kicked (re-do if not).

Law 14 – Penalty Kicks
No penalty kicks for this division.

Law 15 – Throw-in
Same as for other divisions, a throw-in is taken when the ball cross the touch line last touched by the opposing team.

Law 16 – Goal Kick

The defending team will kick the ball out from the goal area when the ball has crossed the goal line last touched by either team (or not a goal).

Law 17 – Corner Kick 

No corner kicks for this division; the restart for all balls crossing the goal line (other than goals scored) is a goal kick (see Law 16).

